Evidence of sensitized basophils in renal transplanted patients.
The participation of basophil polymorphonuclear leukocytes in the response to kidney allografts in man has hardly been studied. In 23 patients, followed from the immediate post-transplant period for several years, the number of circulating basophils, expressed either as absolute number or as percentage of leukocytes, was significantly low in relation to that of controls. IgE on the basophil surface was determined by radioimmunoassay in 14 patients. All patients but one had elevated numbers of IgE molecules per basophil, values being higher in patients with cadaver grafts and in patients with a graft functioning at 6 months or less. When the count of circulating basophils was roughly normal, six of the eight patients showed a positive basophil degranulation test against the donor lymphocytes. These results suggest the existence of specific IgE antibodies for HLA antigens in renal transplanted patients.